Ft 9 


"TH? ebe ve 


4 
255 77 2 1 
1 — F a . 2 1 7 
5 * * 4s ticks (3 
* d e 
0 = 
4 ; 
- FF p 
7 
f Fo 


"FROM THE WRITINGS OF 


: * „„ * 
"Ie "Es — 
PfirERENT Danone 

r r 
DIFFERENT PERIODS or TIME, 
. EXPOSING 1 HE | 0 
EVIL AND PERNICIOUS EFFECTS | 
/ 5355 6 


s ＋ 1 FP. A Y 85 
, An SMES = 
vain AMUSEMENTS, 

ARE RECOMMENDED TO THE LY 
SERIOUS ERS AE 

9 _ 

in ALL WHO PROFESS CHRISTIANITY, 


Cleats abate 1 


- 85 „ . 
- ne BY ROPER F JACKSON, Nr 


EN T R Ge 
FROM THE WRITINGS or 


P.1/0 ‚ N EM 


1 the Paten of ConTt. . 


HERE will be many e al to 
aſſert, that they have never received any _ 
il impreſſion from Comedy; but I maintain, either 
that they are very few in number, or that they 
are not fincere, or that they haye not reflected 
enough on themſelves to perceive it; or elſe, 

that the only reaſon why Comedy has not cor- 

rupted their manners, is, becauſe it found then 
already corrupted, and that they had 3 of nothing 
to do in 1 this re” 
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From the Same. 


* 


ge It is impoſſible to conſider the buſineſs of a 
»Plazer, and to compare it with the Chriſtian Pro- 
ion, without being ſenſible that there is nothing 

more unworthy of a Child of GOD, and of a mem- 

bder of JESUSCHRIST, than this employment.— 

I do not ſpeak of the groſs irregularities only, and 
the diſſolute manner in which the women appear on 
the Stage, becauſe thoſe who juſtify Plays, always 
ſeparate thoſe ſort of diſorders from them in their 
imagination, though they are never ſeparated in e- 
fe. I ſpeak only of that which is abſolutely inſepa- 
rable from them. Tis an employment, the end of 
which is, the diverſion of others; where men and 
women appear on a Theatre, to repreſent the paſ- 
fions of Hatred, Anger, Ambition, Revenge, and 
chiefly that of Love, they muſt expreſs them as 
lively and as naturally as is poſſible for them ; and #F 
they cannot do fo, if they do not in ſome manner 'Y 
excite them in themfelves, and if their ſouls do not 
take all the changes which we ſee in their faces. 
Thoſe, then, who repreſent a paſſion of Love, 
muſt be in ſome meaſure touched with it whilſt 
they repreſent it; and it is not to be imagined, 
that they can preſently efface from their minds g 
that impreſſion which they have voluntarily ex- 7 
cited in it, and that it does not leave a great di- 
poſition to that ſame paſſion which they have ben 
fo willingly ſenſible of. Thus, Plays are, even 
in their nature, a ſchool and an exerciſe of vice, 
dince it is an art in which one muſt neceſſarily 
excite in himſelf vicious paſſions. And if we 
4 FEA 5 conſider 
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eonſider that the whole life of Players is em- 
ployed in this exerciſe; that they paſs it entirely 
either in learning by themſelyes, or rehearſing 
among one another, or in repreſenting to ſpec- 
tators the image of ſome vice; and that they have 
ſcarce any thing in their minds but theſe follies; 
we ſhall eaſily ſee, that it is impoſſible to join 
this employment with the Purity of our Re- 
| ligion. And thus it muſt be owned, that it is 
a prophane em 2 and unworthy of a 

Chriſtian ; that thoſe who exerciſe it are obliged 
to leave it, as all the councils command them z 
and that. by conſequence, it is not allowable for 
others to 2 ä them E a pro- 
feſſion contrary to Chriſtianity, or to authorize. it 
by their preſence,” \ 85 | 


From the Same, 


« "Thoſe deceive themſelves extremely, who 


|, think, that Plays make no ill impreſſion on them, 


becauſe they do not find them excite any formed 
evil deſire.— There are many degrees before one 
comes to an entire corruption of mind, and tis 
always extremely hurtful to the ſoul to deſtroy 
the ramparts, which ſecured it from temptation.” 
„ One does not begin to fall when the fall 
becomes ſenſible; the fallings of the ſoul are 
flow, wo have progreſſions and preparations; 
and it often happens, that one is overcome by a 
temptation only by our having weakened ourſelves 
in occaſions, which ſeemed of no importance; 
it being certain, that he who deſpiſes little things, 
VV From 
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From the Same. 


L It TY not be be that theſe wicked 
maxims of which Plays are full, are not hurt- 
ful, becauſe I do not go there to form their 
ſentiments, t to divert themſelves; for they 
do not fail of making impreſſions notwithſtand-= 
ing, without being perceived; and a gentleman 
will more ſenſibly reſent an affront, and be the 
more eaſily tranſported to avenge it in the erimi- 
nal manner which is common in France, when 
he has heard ſuch ſort of verſes recited ; the rea- 
ſon of which is, that our paſſions are excited 
by the objects, and the falſe opinions with which 
the mind Hs prepoſſeſſed. The opinion that the 
chimera of Honour is ſo great a good, that it muſt 
be preſerved, even at the expence of life, is what 
produces the brutal rage of the gentlemen of 
France. If thoſe who fight a duel were never 
ſpoke of but as Fools and Madmen, as indeed 
they are; if that Phantom of Honour, which is 
their Idol, was never repreſented but as a chimera 
and a folly if care was taken never to form any 
image of Revenge, but as of a mean and coward- 
ly action, the reſentment which men feel upon 
an affront, would be infinitely weaker ; but that 
which exaſperates and renders it the more lively, 
is the falſe impreſſion, that there is cowardice in 
bearing an affront. Now, it cannot be denied, 
that Plays, which are full of theſe evil maxims, 
do greatly contribute to fortify that impreſſion, 
| becauſe the mind being by them tranſported, and 
4; wed out of itſelf, inſtead of correcting thoſe 
ſentiments, | 


* 
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ſentiments, abandons itſelf to them without re- 
ſiſtance, and delights to feel the motions they 

inſpire, which diſpoſe it to produce the like upon 

F „ 


From the Same. 


d Plays and Romances not only indiſpoſe the 
ſoul for all acts of Religion and Piety; but they 
give it a diſguſt, in ſome meaſure, of all ſerious 
and ordinary actions. As nothing is repreſented 
in them but gallantries, or extraordinary adven- 
tures, and that the diſcourſes are far enough diſ- 
tant from ſuch as are uſed in ſerious affairs, one 
inſenſibly takes from them a romantic diſpoſition 
of mind, the head is filled with Heroes and He- 
. Toines, and women chiefly ſeeing the adorations 
which in them are given to their ſex, (of which 
they find the image and practice in companies of 
diverſion, where young men talk to them what 
they have learned in Romances, treating them as 
Nymphs and Goddeſſes) imprint that fort of life 


ſeo much in their fancy, that the little affairs of 


their Family and Houſewifery, become inſup- 
portable to them; and when they return to their 
houſes, with minds thus evaporated. and filled 
with theſe follies, they find every thing there 
difagreeable, and eſpecially their Huſbands, who, 
being taken up with their affairs, are not always 
in a humour of paying them thoſe ridiculous com- 
 þlaiſances which are given to women in Plays, in 
Komances, and in the Romantic Life.” 
F 
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From the Same. 


'  & But the need which men have of diverſion, 


is not by far ſo great as is thought; and it conſiſts 


more in imagination, or in "cuſtom, than in a 


real neceſſity. Thoſe who are employed in bodily 


labour, have only need of a bare ceſſation from it. 
employed in affairs toilſome to 


Thoſe who are 
the mind, and but little laborious to the body, 


have need to recollect themſelves from that diſ- 


poſition which thoſe ſort of employments natu- 
rally cauſe, and not to diſſipate themſelves yet 
more, by diverſions which extremely engage the 
mind. Tis a jeſt to fancy that one has need to 


_ paſs three hours in filling the mind with follies at 


e have not their 


a Play. The men of this 
ole of St. Lewis's 


minds of another make than 


time, who could well be without them, ſince he 
drove the Player 


out of his kingdom. Thoſe 
who ſind in themſelves this need, ought to look 


on it, not as a natural weakneſi, but as a vice of 
— *euflem, which they nnuſt cure by /erious employ 


13 


: From the Same, 


2 3 e 


foul abandons itſelf to theſe falſe pleaſures, it 


phet ſays, They benumb and ſet the teeth on 8 * of 
is 6 | Thoſe 


*. 


immediately loſes the reliſh of Hiritual ones, and 
finds nothing but diſguſt for the Word of GOD. 


Theſe are thoſe ſour Grapes, of which the Pro- 


J.. 


by 


.- 


* 
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theſe who eat them. —Jer. 30. 31.—That i is to ſay, 
according to St. Gregory's explication, that when 
one feeds himſelf with the vain pleaſures of the 
world, the ſpiritual ſenſes become ftupified, and 
incapable of the reliſhing or underſtanding the 
things of GOD. Now, among the ako of 
the world, which extinguiſh the love of the Word 
F GOD, it may be ſaid, that Plays and Ro- 
mances hold the firſt rant; becauſe there is no- 
thing more oppoſed to Truth, and that he Spirit 
GOD, as ſays Sr. Bernard, being a Spirit a 
ruth, can bi no part with the . = 


World,” 


From FO. Same. 


.«« GOD does not impute to us the 1 
which proceeds from the withdrawing of Hes 
Light, or merely from the heavineſs of this body; 
but no doubt he imputes to us that, to which we 
have contributed by our negligence and our vain 
diverſions. Tis His Will that we ſhould eſteem 

nothing ſo much as the precious gift, which He 

has made us of His Love, and that we ſhould be 
careful to preſerve it by giving it nouriſhment, 
This command he has made to all Chriſtians in 
the perſons of the Prieſts of the Ancient Law, 
whom He ordains always to maintain the Fire 

on the Altar, and to take care to put wood | 
it every day in the morning. This Altar is he 

Heart of Man, and every C riſtian is the Prieft, 

who ought to be careful to nouriſh the Fire of 

Charity -on the Altar of his Heart, 'by putting 

Wood ea it, chat is to , —— 

0 | ing 
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ing it by the meditation of Divine Things, and 


by exerciſes of Piety. Now, if thoſe who go 
to Plays have yet any ſenſe of Piety, they cannot 
difown that Plays deaden, and entirely extinguiſh 


- Devotion; ſo that they ſhould not doubt, that 


GOD judges them extremely guilty, for having 


made fo little account of His Love, that inſtead 


of nouniſhing and endeavouring to augment it, 
they have not feared to extinguiſh it by their vain 


diverſions ; and that He will impute to them, as a 


great fin, the abatement or the loſs of their Love 


to Him. For if a diſſipation of the goods of 
| the world, and of earthly riches by luxury and 
gaming, is no little fin, what muſt be judged of 


a diſhpatipn of the goods of Grace, and of that 


precious treaſure the Scripture ſpeaks of, which 
.we ought to purchaſe by the loſs of all the 


goods and all the pleaſures of this liſe.“ 
: ARCHBISHOP USHER, 


Speaking of Interludes and Stage Plays, ſays, 


,« they offend againſt many branches of the 7th 
- commandment together, both in the abuſe of 
{ apparel, tongue, eyes, countenance, geſtures, and 
| all parts almoſt of the body. For beſides the 
wantonneſs therein uſed, both in attire, ſpeech 


and action, the man putteth on the apparel of ; 
the woman, (which is forbidden as a thing abo- 


minable, Deut xx. 5) much Filthineſ7 is preſent- 
ed to the beholders, and fooliſh talking and jeſting, 
| which are not convenient: Laſtly, Fornication and 
| all uncleannefs, (which ought not to be once named 
aW Chriſtians) is made a ſpectacle of joy and 
4A | | | „„ laughter. 
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laughter. C Eb. v. 3, 4.) Therefore they that 
| to ſee ſuch fights, and hear ſuch words, ſhew 
their neglect of Chriſtian Duty, and careleſs- - 
neſs in ſinning, whenas they willingly commit 
themſelves into the ſnare of the Devil. (1 Cor. 
1 . 
Anxchgishor TILLOTSON, 


Mentioning Plays, ſays, „ They are intolera- 
ble, and not fit to be permitted in a civilized, 
much leſs a Chriſtian Nation : 'They do moſt yo- 
toriouſly miniſter to vice and infidelity :. By their 
prophaneneſs they are apt to inſti] bad principles 
into the minds of men, and to leſſen that awe 
and reverence which all men ought to have of 
GOD and Religion; and by their lewdneſs they 


teach vice, and are apt to infect the minds of 


men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and diſſolute prac- 
tices.” CE EP Wi = do wh 


AND again, « Some parents are ſuch Mon- 
ſters, I had almoſt ſaid Devils, as not to know 
how to give good things to their children; but 
inſtead of Bread give them a ſtone, inſtead of 
Fiſh give them a Serpent, inſtead of an Egg give 
them a Scorpion, as our Saviour expreſſeth it. 

% 'Theſe are evil indeed, who train up their 
children for ruin and deſtruction, in the ſervice : 
of the Devil, and in the trade and myſtery of 
iniquity : Who inſtead of teaching them the fear 
of the LORD, infuſe into them the principles of * 
Atheiſm, Irreligion and Prophaneneſs; inſtead of 
teaching them to love and reverence — f 


Tn 3 
3 3 to but and deſpiſe it, and to 


a mock both of Sin and Holineſs ; inſtead 


of training them up in the knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make men 
wiſe unto > they do Adificare ad Ge- 
hennam, they edify them for Hell, by teaching 
them to prophane that Holy Book, and to abuſe 


the Word of GOD, which they ought to trem- 


ble at, by turning it into jeſt and raillery; in- 
_ Read of teaching them to pray and to bleſs the 
Name of GOD, they teach them to blaſpheme 
that Great and Terri le Name, and to prophane 
it by their continyg] oaths and imprecations; and 
inſtead of bringing them to GOD's Church, they 


carry them to the Devil's Chapels, to Play Houſes, 


and Places of Debauchery, thoſe ſchools and 
nurſeries of lewdneſs and vice.“ 


From IN MATTHEW Hal. 


« Beware of too much recreation. Some bo- 
2 e is neceſſary, for ſedentary men 
z but let it not be too frequent nor too 

—1 ing, Taverns, and Plays, as they are 
"pernicious, and corrupt youth, ſo, if they had 
no other fault, yet they are juſtly to be declined 
in reſpect of their exceſſive expence of time, and 
Habituating men to idleneſs and vain thoughts, 


and diſturbing paſſions and ſymptoms when OY 


woo paſts 65 well as whil they ar uſed,” 
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CLAREE, 
In his Zfuy on Study, ſpeaking of | Plays and 


Romances, ſays, © By what I have ſeen of them, 
I believe, they are generally very indiſcreetly and 
fooliſhly written, in a way er to recommend 
vanity and wickedneſs, rather than diſcredit 
them; have a ſtrong tendency to corrupt and 
debauch the mind with filly miſchievous notions 

of Love and Honour, and other things relating 
to the conduct of Life.” SE | 


ROBERT BARCLAY,, 
In his Apology, ſays, « But further, if CHRIS T's 


\ Reaſoning be to be heeded, who faith, Mat. xii. 


35, 36, That the good man, out of the good 
treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth good things, 


and an evil man, out of the evil treaſure, bring- 


eth forth evil things: And that of every idle 
word we ſhall give an account in the day of judg- 


ment, it may be eaſily gathered from what trea- 


{ure theſe inventions come; and it may be eaſily 
proved that it is from the evil, and not the good. 
How many idle words do they neceſſarily pro- 


duce? Yea, what are Comedies, but a ftudied 


complex of idle and lying words? © + | 
Let men, that believe their ſouls are immortal, 


and that there will be a day of judgment, in 


which theſe words of CHRIST will be accom- 
pliſhed, anfwer me, how all theſe will make ac- 


count in that Great and Terrible Day, of all theſe | 
idle words, that are neceſſarily made ufe of, about 


Dancing, 
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Dancing, Gaming, Carding, and Comedies Act. 


ing? and yet how is it, that by Chriſtians not 
condemning theſe things, but allowing of them, 


many that are accounted Chriſtians, take up 
their whole time in them; yea, make it their 


trade and ponent? ſuch as the ee 7 


AND again, Page 542, „ That theſe Games, 


Sports, Plays, Dancing, Comedies, &c. do na- 


tarally tend to draw men from GOD's Fear, to 


make them forget Heaven, Death, and Judg- 


ment, to foſter Luſt, Vanity, and 5 5 
and therefore are moſt loved, as well as uſed, by 


ſuch kind of perſons, experience abundantly 
ſhews;z and the moſt ſerious and conſcientious 


among all will ſcarcely deny Which, if it be 


— the application is. * 


WILLIAM PENN, 


In his Ne Cres Croſs, No Gun, fays, cc 1 know 
that ſome will ſay, But we have many Comedies 
and Tr-gedies, nnets, Catches, .&c. that are 


on purpoſe to reprehend vice, from whence we 5 
learn many commendable things. — Though this 
be ſhameful, yet many have been wont, for want 
of ſhame or underſtanding, or both, to return 


me. this for anſwer. - Now! readily ſhall confeſs, 


that twas the next remedy, amongſt the Hea- 


thens, againſt the common vices, to the more 
grave and moral lectures of their philoſophers, 


| of which number I ſhall inſtance two: Euripder 
93 3 en 


Eupolis, 


„ 


Eupolis, whom the ſame hiſtorian calls a comical 
poet. The firſt was a man ſo chaſte, and there- 
fore ſo unlike thoſe of our days, that he was 
called a woman-hater, that is, wanton ones, for 
otherwiſe he was twice married: The other he . 
characteriſes as a moſt ſevere reprehender of faults. 
From which I gather, that their deſign was not to 
feed the idle, lazy fancies of people, nor merel 
to get money; but ſince by the means of looſe 
wits the people had been debauched, their work 
was to reclaim them, rendering vice ridiculous, 
and turning wit againſt wickedneſs. And this 
appears the rather, from the deſcription given, 
as alſo that Euripides was ſuppoſed to have been 
torn in pieces by wanton women; which doubt- 
leſs was for declaiming againſt their impudence: 
And the other being ſlain in the battle betwixt 
the Athenians and Lacedemonians, was ſo re- 
gretted, that a law was made, that ſuch poets 
ſhould never after be allowed to bear arms: 
Doubtleſs it was becauſe in loſing him, they loſt 
a reprover of vice. So that the end of the ap- 
proved Comedians and Tragedians of thoſe times, 
was but to reform the people, by making fin 
odious: And that not ſo much by a rational and 
argumentative way, uſual with their philoſophers, 
as by ſharp jeers, ſevere refleCtions, and rendering 
their vicious actions ſhameful, ridiculous, and 
deteſtable; ſo that for reputation's ſake, they 
might not longer be guilty of them: Which, to 
me, is but a little ſofter than a whip or a bride- 
well. Now, if you that plead for them, will be 
contented to be accounted Heathens, and thoſe 
of the more diſſolute and wicked ſort too, that 


c 6 1 


will "Oe" bad; than argued out of yo 

ſins, we ſhall acknowledge to you, that fuck C Com 
medies and Tragedies as theſe may e > ſerviceable : 

But then, for ſhame, abuſe = the name of 


1 JESUS CHRIST fo impudently, as to call your- 


, whoſe luſts are ſo ſtrong, that 

. . forced to uſe the low ſhifts of Heathens 
them: To leave their evils, not for the 

8 of virtue, but out of fear, ſhame, or repu- 
tation. Is this your love to JESUS ? Your re- 
verence to the Scriptures, that through Faith are 
able to make the A* of "GON: peice.” N 


{AND -in another place, ſays, 88 


u did JESUS CHRIST and his Apo/iles re- 


create themſclves at? What Romances, Ca fo 
like, did the Apy/ler and Sainte make, 

paſs away their time withal ? I know, 
they bid all redeem their time, to avoid fooliſh 
88 vain jeſting, prophane babblings, and fa- 
what tend to ungodlineſs; and 


fear pier trembling, to flee fooliſh and youthful 

luſts, and to follow Righreauſueſs,, Peace, Good- 

meſs, ny Charity, and to mind the things that 
as they would * 
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the, FE oing i were 1 to 
tbe MAYOR of WATERFORD, with 
- the following "LETTER, whichy being 
ee, by biz p „ is now: ROY 
SOT OT OT TM 


E HOMAS ROSS) 0 JohN PEMBER- 
1 TON, from''Perſylvania, on a religious 
viſit to their brethren | profeſſion, the 
called  Puakers, and Hite inhabitants of 
iſland, reſpectfully repreſent to the M ab | 
other weten of the city of a Ro 


7 T3 


n i THAT our Wit have been Iſten 
Torrowfally affefted, in our paſſing through this 
highly favoured country, on hearing the Sacred 
Nie: of ALMIGHTY GOD wickedly and pro- 
fanely made uſe of; and that ſome have been ſo 
void of the Divine Feat; that they have daringly 
preſumed to ſwear by His Great Name, and to 
call upon Him to damn their own ſouls, and the 
fouls of their fellow-men, to the great diſhonour 

of their profeſſion of the Chriſtian Name, and 
\ the endangering the welfare of their immortal 
fouls; the LORD having declared, that He will © 
not hold him guiltleſs't t taketh His Name in 
vain. * oo > . 
| "a It 


5 is an Onlinance of GOD, > py pu- 
niſhment of evil doers, and the praiſe of them 
who do well; and we believe thoſe Magiſtra 
will not fail to be bleſſed of GOD who up- 
N exerciſe their authority, for the ſup- 
of vice and immorality, and both by pre- 
cunt and example labour to enforce the. dutics of 


Chriſtianity. 


uw This iſland... owes much, i gratitude and 
mw obedience, to the Author of every bleſſing, that 
while other countries have experienced, not only 
wm the7defolating calamities af war and b 

if but earthquakes,  inundations, and peſtilence, 
14 have. ſuddenly deſtroyed multitudes, this land 
hath — peace and plenty, the ſenſe of 
which we deſire may have due place in the minds 
of ALL, and wean the people from theſe ſcenes 
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neſs of GOD, and diſre gard of His Fear, which, 
fo ſorrowfully abound, _ will aſſuredly, if per- 
ſiſted in, —— down Divine Diſpleaſure. Among 
a variety of evils prevalent, we have remarked, 
with much concern, the countenance and ſup- 
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ttertainment of Stage Plays, their ſpirit and ten- 
diency bein ing evidently — to the nature and 
= Precepts of the Gofpe/ of CHRIST JESUS; in- 
Jomuch, that without confining it to any Chri/tian 
Denomumatien, teſtimonies are not wanting, from 
religiouſly conſiderate men, that where the bane- 
ful influence of ſuch lewd exhibitions 505 
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of diſfipation, wantonneſs, and folly ; forgetful- 3 


port given to the pernicious and enſnaring en- 


19 J 


| | 5 
the ſeeds of libertiniſm and infidelity are fown 
and nurtured. 3 | — 
Although the cauſe of piety and virtue, is too 
generally ſlighted, when in competition with par- 

tial views of preſent gratification, intereſt, or 
policy; yet, diſtinguiſhed as you are, by your 
Nation, we fervently deſire you may be favoured 
with the ſpirit of ſound wiſdom, ſo as clearly to 
_ diſcerny and firmly adhere to, the effential in- 
tereſts of the people, as founded in, and inſe- 

parably dependent on, true Religion, by exerting 
your authority, in ſuppreſſing and preventing 
thoſe exhibitions in this city, which we under- 
ſtand have been, and by public advertiſement are, 
intended to be continued. It is propoſed with 
this to hand you the remarks of ſome pious men 
on theſe enſnaring evil amuſements, which we 
_ wiſh your ſerious peruſal of; and with defires for 
| your preſent peace and future happineſs, and that 


© of all mankind, are 


Tour real Friends, 5 
„ aterford, "THO — 
412 Ms. ait, 1785- JOHN PEMBERTON. 


8. 


— — 
P 
1 


——— a DD w- ITY 


„ 


© 


© _ 


„ 2 
8 OO. 


83 


TE 


